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wonders of the modern world, we are still
bedeviled by notions that our racial, ethnic,
tribal, and religious differences are somehow
more important that our common humanity;
that we can only lift ourselves up if we have
someone to look down on. But then I look
around this hall. There is every conceivable
difference—on the surface—among the
Americans and the South Africans in this
great Hall of Freedom. Different races, dif-
ferent religions, different native tongues, but
underneath, the same hopes, the same
dreams, the same values. We all cherish fam-
ily and faith, work and community, freedom
and responsibility. We all want our children
to grow up in a world where their talents
are matched by their opportunities. And we
all have come to believe that our countries
will be stronger and our futures will be
brighter as we let go of our hatreds and our
fears and as we realize that what we have
in common really does matter far more than
our differences.

The preamble to your Constitution says,
‘‘South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
united in our diversity.’’ In the context of
your own history and the experience of the
world in this century, those simple words are
a bold clarion call to the future, an affirma-
tion of humanity at its best, an assurance that
those who build can triumph over those who
tear down, that, truly, the peacemakers are
blessed, and they shall inherit the Earth.

Thank you, and God bless the new South
Africa.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in the
Chamber of the House of Assembly. In his re-
marks, he referred to Premier Popo Molefe of
the North West Province; Deputy President
Thabo Mbeki; Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the
House; and Premier Patrick Lekota, Free State
Province, and Chair, National Council of Prov-
inces.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Steven Schiff
March 26, 1998

I was deeply saddened to hear that Con-
gressman Steve Schiff has died after a coura-
geous year-long battle with cancer. Hillary
and I extend our sympathies to his wife,

Marcia, and their two children. Steve’s con-
stituents in the First Congressional District
of New Mexico and people across America
have lost an effective legislator and an honor-
able public servant.

His work on behalf of this Nation will long
be remembered. Our thoughts and prayers
are with his family during this difficult time.

The President’s News Conference
With President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa in Cape Town
March 27, 1998

President Mandela. Thank you, Please sit
down.

President Clinton, a visit by a foreign head
of state to a country is, broadly speaking, one
of the most significant developments in en-
trenched strong political and economic rela-
tions between the countries concerned. Dur-
ing this last 4 years, we have received a
record number of heads of states and heads
of government. They have come from all con-
tinents and practically from every country.
They have come from the industrial nations;
they have come from the developing world.
Some have advanced democratic institutions;
in others, such institutions are just develop-
ing—are only just developing; in others,
there are none at all.

We have received all of them, and we have
welcomed those visitors because that they
have taught us things which we have not
known before. We have democratic coun-
tries, but where poverty of the masses of the
people is rife. We have had countries where
there are no popular institutions at all, but
they are able to look after their people better
than the so-called democratic countries.

I have visited one which is a creditor na-
tion, which has got one of the highest stand-
ards of living in the world, which is tax-free,
which has got one of the best schemes of
subsidy for housing, for medical services, and
where education is free and compulsory. And
yet, the people in that country have no votes;
they have no parliament. And yet they are
looked after better than in so called demo-
cratic countries. We insist that even in those
countries that people must have votes. Even
though they may enjoy all the things which
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